— e . - 1
- ARTS f::"j_ﬁ FuUb’  Jobs  Mews Reviews Opportunities Gronts Events Educatlon  Mewsletters @ LOGIN

NEeWS . oo - peun: - pess

LakiEL Sl e R

e dodokok

Exhibition review:
Ramses & the Gold
of the Pharaohs,
Australian Museum

A harmonlous blend of anclent wonders and
moadern Innovatien that explores the Life of the
lustrious pharach, Ramses the Great.
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While Tutankhamun mauy be the most known pharaoh in modern pop culture, it is indisputable that

Ramses |l was among the most powerful and celebrated.

Ramses |l (1303-1213 BC) ruled over a stable and prosperous Egypt, overseeing many
accomplishments, including securing its borders, bringing unparalleled wealth, widening trade and
facilitating massive building programs. Living to over 90 and reigning for an astonishing 66 years, his

death shocked his subjects, who were mostly born under his reign.

It is this lauded royal's sensational story and riches that grace the Australian Museum’s highly
anticipated blockbuster exhibition, Ramses & the Gold of the Pharaohs. With 180 immaculately
preserved artefacts still reminiscent of their glory, everyone will certainly find something to admire and
contemplate.

Walking through the exhibition,
visitors are taken on an enriching
yet beautifully presented journey
detailing different aspects of
Ramses' life and qualities. The
exhibition's multisensory nature
heightens the sense of wonder,
interweaving modern technology
and ancient splendours to make us
feel as if we are getting to know
Ramses personallu.

We learn that Ramses was a

prolific builder, overseeing one of

the most extensive ancient building
programs - the scale of his Mini replica of the Temple Facades. Photo: ArtsHub.

buildings such that they towered

over those built by previous pharaohs. Interspersed throughout the exhibition, TV screens play detailed
reconstructions of Ramses’ various projects, revealing their complexity and opulence. This includes fly-
throughs within the Ramesseum and his prosperous capital city of Pi-Ramesses.

Finely crafted mini replicas of temples
such as Abu Simbel, complete with
artificial sunlight, add another layer of
dimension in depicting Ramses’
building prowess. Artefacts from Deir
el-Medina are especially interesting,
highlighting the lives of Egyptian
craftsmen whose sole purpose was to
build spectacular tombs carved out of
the mountains for Ramses and his
wife, Nefertari.

Visitors are also captivated by

explanations of how Ramses ensured
Multimedia animation of Battle of Kadesh. Photo: ArtsHub Egypt's peace and security through
military campaigns and expert
diplomacy. The multimedia animation
of the Battle of Kadesh, undoubtedly Ramses most renowned campaign, does exceptionally well in
captivating onlookers with its energetic pulse and vivid storytelling. It is incredibly educational,
exploring how the battle led to the world's first known peace treaty, as well as being utilised as @
propaganda tool.

Ramses’ skill as a master propagandist underpins the entire exhibition, with his position cemented by
the frequent appearance of his image across Egupt - on stelae, obelisks and monuments to having his
cartouche engraved onto other pharaohs’ works. The towering limestone and pink granite colossus
statues that dominate the start and end of the exhibition, are remarkable and jaw-dropping depictions
of his excellence.

Statue of Ramses I as' o sphinxoffering a ram-headed vessel Photo:

ArtsHub

Another enchanting piece is the statute of Ramses Il as a sphinx offering holy water to Amun,
encapsulating his absoclute power and connection to the gods. Charmingly artistic faience tiles also
depict Ramses as a warrior pharaoh, with a vibrant one of him smiting three of Egypt’s traditional

enemies, a Syrian, Libyan and Nubian.

Of course, an Ancient Egyptian exhibition is
Incomplete without a section about their
fascinating religion and death processes.
Ramses & the Gold of the Pharaohs has an
entire final section dedicated to this. Although
Ramses' tomb was mostly looted in ancient
times, we gain a sense of its opulence through
viewing the prized funerary goods of other
Eguptian nobilities, including exquisitely
intricate jewellery made of various precious
materials, gold funerary masks and canopic
coffinettes.

Cultivating an other-worldly atmosphere, a
major highlight is Sennedjem’s outer coffin and
the surrounding wall projections. They depict
scenes from the ancient Egyptian funerary text,
Book of the Dead, detailing the journey through
the Underworld en route to the Field of Reeds,

which is a paradise without sorrow where all

Egyptians aimed to continue life. However, the
Jewellery made from gold and other precious show-stopping and central piece is the
materials belonging to various Egyptians, including sarcophagus of Ramses I, a truly stunning
Queen Tausret. ,_frm;m_ ArtsHub. _ “ artefact that can be marvelled at for ages and
which Suydney has been very fortunate to
become only the second city outside of Egypt
to exhibit.

To add, the VR experience must not be missed - an extremely entertaining and innovative new way of
transporting visitors into history. Fluing through the Sahara, viewers are guided by Nefertari's spirit
around two of Ramses’ most stunning works: the grandiose Abu Simbel temple and Nefertari's very
own tomb, renowned as the "Sistine Chapel of Ancient Egypt”. Like an educational ride, the cinematic
motion chairs do a magical and exhilarating job in painting the sensation of being around such
architectural magnificence.

Read: Exhibition review: Discovering Ancient Egypt, WA Museum Boola Bardip

Although the cancellation of the Tutankhamun exhibition in 2021 disappointed many ancient

history students and enthusiasts, this spectacular experience more than makes up for it. Living up to its
world-class appeal, if there is any indication of what the future of museum exhibitions will look like, it is
showcased in Ramses & the Gold of the Pharaohs.

Ramses & the Gold of the Pharaohs is on view now until 19 May 2024 at Australian Museum;
tickets from $29.

Leo Chau is a freelance writer living in Western Sydney on unceded Dharug
land. He currently studies journalism at UTS, hoping to contribute to
promoting diverse voices in the arts and media. His topic interests are varied,

some of which include multiculturalism, politics, culture, sociology and

Leo Chau history.

BECOME A MEMBER HEWS ADVERTISING MEMBER SUPPORT EMQUIRIES & HELF
Choose g Membership Fayyrs By Sopoaent Bbour Lis
FPemonal Membergha Eaviews & Oplnisns Dieploy & Sponsnred Eoraot Mu P Corroct U
Croeesaton Membershin Se0es 5O G0 WO T Qris ol Event Agverniang Bevriigtter Profirances EAOs

Fodcost Tha Ar R eeTir] Cpporiusnmy Advertising

Subscrbs 1o Newsistiors Grant Adverusing

Courge Adyertign 2

aRTS (W5nun | AU SCREEN/ST e ARTS((hrub (UK GAMES ()1 Pocatciey Bl ckccenc [ W ) ©

e acknowindgs Aboriging! ond Torres Strokt londers ax the Trod wners of the land on whic it arracHub Wa Py St ers, patt. prasent ond Emerging, Soversignty ks never been ceded




