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“Ramses the Great” is about the “king of kings who signed human history’s first

peace treaty (with the Hittites),” Hawass explained. “He left his name everywhere,”
inscribed on monuments and temples throughout Egypt, from the Nile delta to

the Nubian Desert.

While King Tut’s gold-and-jewel-encrusted artifacts may be more iconic due to

the stroke of fate that kept his burial chamber from flooding, the boy king who

died at 19 was far from the most consequential pharaoh, Hawass noted.

“The two most famous Egyptian kings are, first, Ramses II, and second, King Tut,”
he said. “I believe this (exhibition) is one of the most important things ever to

leave Egypt to travel abroad. It is educational, but it is also breathtaking. It will

capture the hearts of young people.”

The exhibition “Ramses the Great and the Gold of the Pharaohs” is coming to the de Young Museum.

Photo: World Heritage Exhibitions

Dreyfus said the timing to spark renewed interest in ancient Egypt couldn’t be 

better, with the Ramses show to still be on view at the de Young on Nov. 4, a date 

marking 100 years since Howard Carter’s discovery of King Tutankhamun’s intact 

tomb.
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“What I’ve tried to do over the years, including the last King Tut show in 2009, is to 

bring the finest Egyptian objects to San Francisco to satisfy this city’s great love 

of Egyptian art,” said Dreyfus about the popularity of the Egyptian exhibitions, 

noting that the 1979 King Tut show — also curated by Hawass — attracted more 

than 1.3 million visitors.

“There is something hauntingly interesting about people who truly believed (in an 

afterlife), that you could take it with you, and that the next world would be equally 

good, if not better.”

“Ramses the Great and the Gold of the Pharaohs”: 9:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m. Tuesday-

Sunday. Opens Saturday, Aug. 20. On view through Feb. 12, 2023. $25-$40. De 

Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F. 415-750-3600.

deyoung.famsf.org

Ancient Art Council Lecture on Recent Egypt Discoveries with Zahi Hawass: 2 

p.m. Saturday. Koret Auditorium. This is a free program on the exhibition’s 

opening day. Seating is limited and unassigned. Tickets are distributed on a first-

come, first-served basis in front of the Koret Auditorium an hour before the 

presentation begins. Lecture tickets do not include admission to the exhibition. 

For more information, visit deyoung.famsf.org/calendar.
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