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HMNS exhibit designers explored temples, towns and tombs in Egypt to

accurately recreate the art and architecture.

“We paid extremely close attention to detail,” says consulting curator Tom

Hardwick, “to create artistic environments that would transport visitors to

another time and place, allowing the look and feel of ancient Egypt to wash

over them.” 

Hardwick gives me a sense of the passion shared by archaeologists, scholars

and museum exhibit designers who work with these precious tangible

pieces of history. After years, the Cairo resident at long last gets to see the

results of his labor, sharing details with me.

A glittering stone vessel from a grave dating to the time the pyramids were

built turns on a pedestal. It would have held precious oils used to prepare

deceased royals for journeying  to the afterlife.

A 3,000-year-old mummy lies in a glass case. Overhead, CT scans show the

man, named Neskhons, turn as if on a barbecue spit, revealing amulets that

were placed inside his body. 

Hardwick explains the aim of mummification: the subject is being

transitioned from a mortal into a god. The preservation process — akin to

“being turned into beef jerky” — enables “transformation into a radiant

being.” Masks covered in gold transfigure the dead person “in the rays of the

sun.” And the hair on mummies’ heads? It’s real. 

This room with carved and painted reliefs in the Hall of Ancient Egypt at HMNS is derived from the Tomb of Nefertari in the valley of the
Queens.
Mike Rathke/HMNS



A cradle of tiny figures reminds me of vintage Playskool wooden peg people.

Hardwick explains they represent servants left in the crypt to attend to the

deceased’s needs through eternity (now that’s a long gig).

The prevailing belief that you can take it with you extended to pets; even

mummified cats are on view. In a replica burial chamber, I shyly touch

gleaming gold leaf walls covered with storytelling engravings. The tech team

digitized imagery found in shrines to create these walls and coated them to

allow touching.

Displaying nearly 200 objects, some over 5,000 years old, the exhibit flows

through eight rooms. Its ambiance feels fitting for viewers bearing witness

to ancient secrets and rituals, while the combination of technology,

research and care make the exhibit a journey worth taking.

Find tickets and hours here.

A room inspired by the golden funerary shrines of Tutankhamun in the Hall of Ancient Egypt at HMNS.
Mike Rathke/HMNS
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